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It goes on to describe how the opium poppy is grown and harvested in Southeast Asia, and how the opium from the poppy is
chemically transformed into morphine and fmally. The book is aimed at a wide range of readers. It contains curious stories from
the lives of ordinary inhabitants of distant countries who grow poppy And this despite the fact that there were more than half a
million children under the age of ten in the country. When, in 1927, a conference in The Hague was discussing the situation of
children in Europe and America, and when the issue of children suffering from whooping cough and the improvement of their

nutrition was on the agenda, there was a sudden deafening cry in the conference room.
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