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it is not surprising that when the film opens, call me by your name is already in the process of
finishing up. elio is now 39 years old and has been living in italy for the past eight years. he has
never been in love, and is worried that he is too old to do so. he has recently fallen in love with
oliver and expects that the two will become a couple. to elio, in the meantime, the days pass in
a way that is both expected and unremarkable. he starts work, he goes to a restaurant, he
returns home, he goes to sleep, he wakes up. the most remarkable thing about it is how
ordinary it all is. the home he shares with his parents is not his own, it belongs to them. he
lives and works among people who are strangers. in a sense, he is free to do whatever he
wants, but not really. he is free, but in a way that does not really give him any power. as the
ending approaches, the relationship between elio and oliver changes. it is not that elios
relationship with oliver changes. it is that elios relationship with oliver changes. elio cannot
continue living like he has been for the past few years. but he does not understand what he
needs to do to change his life, and so he continues to live his life just as it was before. on the
day that they are supposed to go to the beach to look for seashells, elio does not know if he
will go. he knows that he has to, but he does not want to. when elio and oliver meet their
neighbours wife, she is in the kitchen preparing dinner. a pregnant woman, she is a no-
nonsense, no-nonsense woman who does not mince her words. while she is not particularly
well-read, she has a sharp sense of humour, a rare quality in her part of the world, and one
that is mirrored in the film that she represents. amelios film is a real pleasure to watch and a
credit to the talents of his cast and crew. its even more engaging when, later in the film, that
the characters face adversity. when the couple experience difficulties, they are challenged to
find a solution in a way that makes you feel more than just watch an action movie. the script
provides a different kind of narrative arc than one might typically expect in a hollywood film. as
oliver and elio reach the tunnel that separates them from the outside world, the film fades to
black and abruptly ends. the emotional catharsis the viewer feels at the end of the film is all
the more significant because it was achieved without any form of special effect and visual
editing. this is a film that is about its human characters, the issues they face, and what they




learn through their experiences.
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