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we compared the groups that actually
received the treatment (intervention
group) to a group of participants with a
similar degree of deprivation and did
not get the treatment (control group).
we did this because we wanted to see
whether the effects of the intervention
were larger in areas where people were
exposed to the intervention activities
less. however, because we also tested
the people who were not exposed to
the intervention, it is possible that
people from the treatment group were
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more motivated than people in the
control group to comply with the
Instructions of a doctor and to be
careful about handwashing. we took
some personal details from each of the
participants and gave out a book and a
pen for each member of the family. this
Is because we wanted to show that the
message on the advertisement was
affecting their behaviour. all
participants received five separate
pieces of social marketing promotion
material to increase handwashing
practice. these included flipcharts
(diagrams), flipcharts (enlarged from
the original flipcharts), carrying post
cards, messages attached to the walls
with tape, and stickers. we used a
specific questionnaire to assess the
exact reason for not adopting social
marketing as well as the subjective
iImportance of handwashing. for
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example, the question: “how critical do
you think it is to wash your hands after
visiting the toilets?”. this allowed us to
quantify the importance of
handwashing in everyday life in the
target group. when people arrived at
the clinic, their identity cards were
taken. they were then asked to put on a
name tag and an elastic waistband with
the assigned number (a random
10-digit number). participants were
then invited to take a seat and meet
the study team for a short consultation.
participants completed a survey on
their demographic, socioeconomic, and
handwashing-related information.
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the participants were all family
members of a child with a previous
positive case of seasonal influenza. the
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authors give no definition of a positive
test result, the definition of the time
period for the influenza-like illness (ili)
or the positive case of influenza, only
that they have been diagnosed with
Influenza by a physician, and that they
have been admitted to the hospital this
Is clearly not a primary prevention
study. the outcome is a new episode of
Il (seasonal or pandemic). it is unclear
when the case definition and study
period for ili (seasonal or pandemic)
should be set, or how many days
should be used for analysis. also, it is
not clear why the authors report
absenteeism for only 96 infants. the
authors do not report a period
prevalence for ili in the intervention
and control groups. the authors report
data for total number of episodes of ili.
the difference between number of ili
episodes, the number of tests, and the
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number of cases is not clear. symptoms
were not assessed according to a
prespecified protocol. also, within each
group the analyses are conducted using
a repeated measures analysis, which
does not allow to assess the difference
between the groups. this is a very
complex study. the study involves more
than one medication, a nutritional
supplement, an oral hygiene device, a
chewing-gum product, or a probiotic
product. the participants may all have
used several of these products at the
same time, and there is no control over
this. the pre-post design of the study
does not allow a correct assessment of
effects of the added products
5ec8ef588b
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